MNA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

URGENT ACTION NEEDED 

The Maryland Nurses Association has been working hard to champion nursing issues in Annapolis.    We wanted to keep you informed and ask for your help on our most urgent issues.
1.  Contact Your Legislators  - Vote Yes on HB 319/SB 484 to Eliminate Collaborative Practice Agreement for NPs:    We have been supporting HB 319/SB 484 to eliminate the collaborative practice agreement requirement for NPs because:

· The collaborative practice agreement is cumbersome and creates an unnecessary barrier to practice; and

· Our patients need more primary care providers, and the collaborative practice agreement requirement has prevented NPs from practicing in some areas of Maryland.

Please contact your legislators and ask them to vote “yes for House Bill 319/Senate Bill 484 – Nurse Practitioners – Certification Requirements and Authority to Practice”.   See the bottom of this email to find out how to contact your legislator. 

2. Contact Your Legislators – Vote No on the Elimination of Loan Repayment and Scholarship Programs.   The Department of Legislative Services has recommended the elimination of the Janet L. Hoffman Loan Assistance Repayment Program (LARP) and the Graduate and Professional Scholarship Program.   Both of these programs are critical to nursing education.    

Please contact your legislators and ask them to “vote against the Legislative Services recommendation to eliminate the Janet L Hoffman Loan Assistance Repayment Program and the Graduate and Professional Scholarship Program.”

3. How to Contact Your Legislators
If you know your legislators names, find contact information at:

http://www.mlis.state.md.us/mgaweb/mail32.aspx
If you need to determine who represents you, find their names at:

http://mdelect.net/electedofficials/
